
Key to symbols

Name Symbols Unit Explanation 
Torsional stiffness, dynamic CTdyn Nm/rad For calculating torsional vibration
Excitation frequency ferr Hz Excitation frequency of motor or driven machine 
Moment of inertia J kgm2 Moment of inertia of coupling sides 1 and 2 
Axial misalignment ∆Ka mm Axial misalignment of the coupling halves 
Radial misalignment ∆Kr mm Radial misalignment of the coupling halves
Angular misalignment ∆Kw ° Angular misalignment of the coupling halves
Service factor FB Factor expressing the real coupling load as a ratio of the nominal coupling load
Frequency factor FF Factor expressing the frequency dependence of the fatigue torque load

Temperature factor FT Factor taking into account the reduction in strength of flexible rubber  
materials at a higher temperature

Weight m kg Weight of the coupling
Rated speed nN rpm Coupling speed
Maximum coupling speed nKmax rpm Maximum permissible coupling speed 
Rated power PN kW Rated output on the coupling, usually the output of the driven machine 
Rated torque TN Nm Rated torque as nominal load on the coupling
Fatigue torque TW Nm Amplitude of the dynamic coupling load
Maximum torque Tmax Nm More frequently occurring maximum load, e.g. during starting
Overload torque TOL Nm Very infrequently occurring maximum load, e.g. during short circuit or blocking conditions

Rated coupling torque TKN Nm Torque which can be transmitted as static torque  
by the coupling over the period of use.

Maximum coupling torque TKmax Nm Torque which can be frequently transmitted  
(up to 25 times an hour) as maximum torque by the coupling.

Coupling overload torque TKOL Nm Torque which can very infrequently be transmitted as maximum  
torque by the coupling.

Fatigue coupling torque TKW Nm Torque amplitude which can be transmitted by the coupling as dynamic torque at a frequency 
of 10 Hz over the period of use.

Resonance factor VR Factor specifying the torque increase at resonance
Temperature Ta °C Ambient temperature of the coupling in operation
Damping coefficient Ψ psi Damping parameter
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The coupling series is frequently determined by the driven 
machine and the design of the drive train. Common selec-
tion criteria are listed below and assigned to coupling 
properties, which are used to select the coupling series. 
Additionally, the price of the coupling and availability are 
important criteria for determining the coupling series to be 
used.

The FLUDEX series operates positively and transmits the 
torque with the aid of a flowing oil or water filling. 

SELECTION OF THE COUPLING SERIES

FLUDEX couplings are used to reduce starting and/or 
overload torques. During starting, the motor may, for 
example, run up within a very short time; because of the 
FLUDEX coupling, the drive train with the driven machine 
may accelerate after a delay and without increased torque 
load. 

The FLUDEX coupling cannot compensate for shaft misa-
lignment and is therefore designed in combination with a 
displacement coupling, a cardan shaft or a belt drive. The 
displacement coupling may be selected in accordance with 
the criteria described below.

Selection criteria
Torque range Speed range Torsional stiffness Operating  

temperature rangeRated coupling torque  
TKN 

Peripheral speed  
vmax = DA ⋅ nmax/19100

torsionally rigid torsionally 
 flexible

Highly flexible

ZAPEX 850 ... 7200000 Nm 60 m/s ■ – – -20 ... +80 °C
N-ARPEX 350 ... 2000000 Nm 110 m/s ■ – – -50 ... +280 °C
ARPEX 92 ... 2000000 Nm 100 m/s ■ – – -40 ... +280 °C
N-EUPEX 19 ... 62000 Nm 36 m/s – ■ – -50 ... +100 °C
N-EUPEX DS 19 ... 21200 Nm 36 m/s – ■ – -30 ... +80 °C
RUPEX 200 ... 1300000 Nm 60 m/s – ■ – -50 ... +100 °C
N-BIPEX 12 ... 4650 Nm 45 m/s – ■ – -50 ... +100 °C
ELPEX-B 24 ... 14500 Nm 35 m/s – – ■ -50 ... +70 °C
ELPEX-S 330 ... 63000 Nm 66 m/s – – ■ -40 ... +120 °C
ELPEX 1600 ... 90000 Nm 60 m/s – – ■ -40 ... +80 °C
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Typical coupling solutions for different example applications

The specified application factors are recommendations; 
regulations, rules and practical experience take priority as 
assessment criteria.
No application factor need be taken into account with 
FLUDEX couplings. 

In the case of highly flexible couplings of the ELPEX, 
ELPEX-S and ELPEX-B series, deviating application 
factors are stated in the product descriptions.
FLUDEX couplings are mostly mounted on the high-speed 
gear shaft.

Example applications Appli-
cation 
 factor  
FB

Electric motor without gear unit
Centrifugal pumps 1.0
Piston pumps 1.5
Vacuum pumps 1.5
Fans with TN less than 75 Nm 1.5
Fans with TN from 75 to 750 Nm 1.75
Fans with TN larger than 750 Nm 1.75
Blowers 1.5
Frequency converters / generators 1.25
Reciprocating compressors 1.75
Screw-type compressors 1.5

Internal-combustion engine  
without gear unit

Generators 1.75
Pumps 1.5
Fans 1.75

Hydraulic pumps, excavators,  
construction machines 1.5

Compressors / screw-type 
 compressors 1.5

Agricultural machinery 1.75
Other 
Turbine gear units 1.5
Hydraulic motor - gear unit 1.25
Electric motor with gear unit 
Chemical industry
Extruders 1.5
Pumps - centrifugal pumps 1.0
Pumps - piston pumps 1.75
Pumps - plunger pumps 1.5
Reciprocating compressors 1.75
Calenders 1.5
Kneaders 1.75
Cooling drums 1.25
Mixers 1.25
Stirrers 1.25
Toasters 1.25
Drying drums 1.25
Centrifuges 1.25
Crushers 1.5
Power generation and conversion

Compressed air, reciprocating 
 compressors 1.75

Example applications Appli-
cation 
 factor  
FB

Compressed air, screw-type 
 compressors 1.25

Air - Blowers 1.5
Air - Cooling tower fans 1.5
Air - Turbine blowers 1.5
Generators, converters 1.25
Welding generators 1.25
Metal production, iron and steel works
Plate tilters 1.5
Ingot pushers 1.75
Slabbing mill 1.75
Coiling machines 1.5
Roller straightening machines 1.5
Roller tables 1.75
Shears 1.75
Rollers 1.75
Metal working machines
Plate bending machines 1.5
Plate straightening machines 1.5
Hammers 1.75
Planing machines 1.75 
Presses, forging presses 1.75
Shears 1.5
Grinding machines 1.25 
Punches 1.5
Machine tools: Main drives 1.5
Machine tools: Auxiliary drives 1.25
Food industry
Filling machines 1.25
Kneading machines 1.5
Mashers 1.5
Sugar cane production 1.5
Production machines

Construction machines,  
hydraulic pumps 1.25

Construction machines,  
traversing gears 1.5 

Construction machines, suction pumps 1.5

Construction machines,  
concrete mixers 1.5 

Printing machines 1.25 
Woodworking - barking drums 1.5
Woodworking - planing machines 1.5 

Example applications Appli-
cation 
 factor  
FB

Woodworking - reciprocating saws 1.5
Grinding machines 1.5
Textile machines - winders 1.5 
Textile machines - printing machines 1.5 
Textile machines - tanning vats 1.5 
Textile machines - shredders 1.5 
Textile machines - looms 1.5
Packaging machines 1.5
Brick molding machines 1.75 
Transport and logistics
Passenger transport - elevators 1.5 
Passenger transport - escalators 1.5 
Conveyor systems - bucket elevators 1.5 
Conveyor systems - hauling winches 1.5 
Conveyor systems - belt conveyors 1.5

Conveyor systems - endless-chain 
conveyors 1.5 

Conveyor systems - circular conveyors 1.5
Conveyor systems - screw conveyors 1.5 
Conveyor systems - inclined hoists 1.5
Crane traversing gear 1.5
Hoisting gear 1.5 
Crane lifting gear 2.0
Crane traveling gear 1.5
Crane slewing gear 1.5 
Crane fly jib hoists 1.5
Cable railways 1.5 
Drag lifts 1.5 
Winches 1.5 
Cellulose and paper
Paper-making machines, all 1.5 
Pulper drives 1.5 
Cement industry
Crushers 1.75 
Rotary furnaces 1.5 
Hammer mills 1.75 
Ball mills 1.75 
Pug mills 1.75 
Mixers 1.5
Pipe mills 1.5
Beater mills 1.75
Separators 1.5 
Roller presses 1.75 
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SELECTION OF THE COUPLING SIZE

The torque load of the coupling must be determined from 
the output of the driven machine and the coupling speed.

Rated coupling load TN = 9550 × PN / nN
(TN in Nm; PN in kW; nN in rpm) 

The rated coupling load obtained in this way must be 
multiplied by factors and compared with the rated coup-
ling torque. An ideal but expensive method is to measure 
the torque characteristic on the coupling. For this, Flender 
offers special adapters fitted with torque measuring 
devices. 

The rated coupling torque TKN is the torque which can be 
transmitted by the coupling over an appropriate period of 
use if the load is applied to the coupling purely statically at 
room temperature.

Application factors are to express the deviation of the real 
coupling load from the "ideal" load condition.

Coupling load in continuous operation

The operating principles of the driving and driven 
machines are divided into categories and the application 
factor FB derived from these in accordance with  
DIN 3990-1. 

Application factor for N-EUPEX, N-EUPEX-DS, RUPEX,  
N-BIPEX, ELPEX-B, N-ARPEX, ARPEX, ZAPEX and 
 FLUDEX

Application factor FB
Torque characteristic of the driven machine

Torque 
 characteristic 
of t he driving 
 machine

uniform  uniform 
with 
 moderate 
shock 
loads

non 
 uniform

very rough

uniform 1.0 1.25 1.5 1.75

uniform with 
 moderate shock 
loads

1.25 1.5 1.75 2.0

non uniform 1.5 1.75 2.0 2.5

Examples of torque characteristic of driving machines:
• uniform: Electric motors with soft starting, steam 

 turbines
• uniform with moderate shock loads: Electric motors wi-

thout soft starting, hydraulic motors, gas and water tur-
bines

• non uniform: Internal-combustion engines

Examples of torque characteristic in driven machines:
• uniform: Generators, centrifugal pumps for light fluids
• uniform with moderate shock loads: Centrifugal pumps 

for viscous fluids, elevators, machine tool drives, 
 centrifuges, extruders, blowers, crane drives

• non uniform: Excavators, kneaders, conveyor systems,  
presses, mills

• very rough: Crushers, excavators, shredders,  
iron/smelting machinery
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NR = natural rubber, natural-synthetic rubber mixture
NBR = nitril-butadiene-rubber (Perbunan)
HNBR = hydrated acrylonitrile butadiene rubber
CR = chloroprene rubber (FRAS fire-resistant and anti-static)
VMQ = silicone
TPU = polyurethane

Coupling size TKN ≥ TN ⋅ FB ⋅ FT

In the case of ARPEX and ZAPEX coupling types, no  
temperature factor (FT = 1.0) need be taken into account.

Temperature factor FT
Temperature Ta on the coupling

Coupling Elastomer 
material

Low t emperature 
°C

under  
-30 °C

-30 °C  
up to 50 °C

up to  
60 °C

up to  
70 °C

up to  
80 °C

up to  
90 °C

up to  
100 °C

up to  
110 °C

up to  
120 °C

N-EUPEX NBR -30 – 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 – – – –
N-EUPEX NR -50 1.1 1) 1.0 – – – – – – –
N-EUPEX HNBR -10 – 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.25 1.25 – –
N-EUPEX DS NBR -30 – 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 – – – –
RUPEX NBR -30 – 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 – – – –
RUPEX NR -50 1.1 1.0 – – – – – – –
RUPEX HNBR -10 – 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.25 1.25 – –
N-BIPEX TPU -50 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 – –
ELPEX NR -40 1.1 1.0 1.25 1.40 1.60 – – – –
ELPEX-B NR -50 1.1 1.0 – – – – – – –
ELPEX-B CR -15 – 1.0 1.0 1.0 – – – – –
ELPEX-S   
SN, NN, WN NR -40 1.1 1.0 1.25 1.40 1.60 – – – –

ELPEX-S  NX VMQ -40 1.1 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.1 1.25 1.4 1.6

1)  The N-EUPEX coupling is not suitable  
 for shock loads when used at low temperatures.

Coupling load at maximum and overload conditions

The maximum torque is the highest load acting on the 
coupling in normal operation. 
Maximum torques at a frequency of up to 25 times an hour 
are permitted and must be lower than the maximum coup-
ling torque. Examples of maximum torque conditions are: 
Starting operations, stopping operations or usual opera-
ting conditions with maximum load.

TKmax ≥ TMax ⋅ FT

Overload torques are maximum loads which occur only in 
combination with special, infrequent operating conditions. 
Examples of overload torque conditions are: Motor short 
circuit, emergency stop or blocking because of component 
breakage. Overload torques at a frequency of once a month 
are permitted and must be lower than the maximum over-
load torque of the coupling. The overload condition may 
last only a short while, i.e. fractions of a second.

TKOL ≥ TOL ⋅ FT

Coupling load due to dynamic torque load

Applying the frequency factor FF, the dynamic torque load 
must be lower than the coupling fatigue torque.

Dynamic torque load

TKW ≥ TW ⋅ FF

Frequency of the dynamic torque load 
ferr ≤ 10 Hz frequency factor FF = 1.0

Frequency of the dynamic torque load 
ferr > 10 Hz frequency factor FF = √(ferr/10 Hz)

For the ZAPEX and ARPEX series,  
the frequency factor is always FF = 1.0.
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Checking the maximum speed

For all load situations nKmax ≥ nmax

Checking permitted shaft misalignment

For all load situations, the actual shaft misalignment must 
be less than the permitted shaft misalignment.

Checking bore diameter, mounting geometry and coupling design

The check must be made on the basis of the dimension 
tables. The maximum bore diameter applies to parallel 
keyways to DIN 6885. For other keyway geometries, the 
maximum bore diameter can be reduced. 

On request, couplings with adapted geometry can be 
provided.

Coupling behavior under overload conditions

The ZAPEX, N-ARPEX, ARPEX, N-EUPEX, RUPEX and 
N-BIPEX coupling series can withstand overloads until the 
breakage of metal parts. These coupling series are desig-
nated as fail-safe.
The N-EUPEX DS, ELPEX-B, ELPEX-S and ELPEX coup-
ling series throw overload. The elastomer element of these 
couplings is irreparably damaged without damage to metal 
parts when subjected to excessive overload. 

These coupling series are designated as non-fail-safe. 
These types that fail can be fitted with a so-called fail-
safe device. This additional component enables emergency 
operation, even after the rubber element of the coupling 
has been irreparably damaged.

Checking shaft-hub connection

The torques specified in the tables of power ratings data of 
the coupling series do not necessarily apply to the shaft-
hub connection. Depending on the shaft-hub connection, 
proof of form stability is required. Flender recommends 
obtaining proof of form strength by using calculation 
methods in accordance with the current state of the art.

Shaft-hub connection Suggestion for calculation 
method

Keyway connection to DIN 6885-1 DIN 6892
Shrink fit DIN 7190
Spline to DIN 5480
Bolted flange connection VDI 2230
Flange connection with close-fitting bolts

Fitting recommendations for the shaft-hub connection are 
given in the Appendix.

The coupling hub is frequently fitted flush with the shaft 
end face. If the shaft projects, the risk of collision with 
other coupling parts must be checked. If the shaft is set 
back, in addition to the load-bearing capacity of the shaft-
hub connection, the correct positioning of the hub must 
be ensured as well. If the bearing hub length is insuf-
ficient, restorative forces may cause tilting movements 
and so wear to and impairment of the axial retention. Also, 
the position of the set screw to be positioned on sufficient 
shaft or parallel key material must be noted.

Checking low temperature and chemically aggressive environment

The minimum permitted coupling temperature is specified 
in the Temperature factor FT table. In the case of chemi-
cally aggressive environments, please consult the manu-
facturer.

SELECTION OF THE COUPLING SIZE
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Configurator

The article number can be obtained with the help of the 
Configurator. The coupling can be selected in a product 
configurator and specified using selection menus. 

The Configurator is available under flender.com.
 

The coupling can be selected via "Technical selection"  
(technical selection) or via "Direct selection"  
(via article-no.).

Couplings Features of the standard type
All coupling series except ARPEX clamping hubs  
and FLUDEX with keyway to ASME B17.1 Bore tolerance H7

N-ARPEX and ARPEX clamping hubs Bore tolerance H6

FLUDEX couplings with keyway to ASME B17.1
Hollow shafts: bore tolerance K7
other parts: Bore tolerance M7

All coupling series with bore diameter - imperial Parallel keyway to ASME B17.1
Bore diameter metric in the case of ZAPEX, N-ARPEX and ARPEX coupling series as 
well as coupling hubs with applied brake disks or brake drums of the N-EUPEX and 
RUPEX series

Parallel keyway to DIN 6885-1 keyway width P9

Bore diameter metric in the case of the  
N-EUPEX, RUPEX, N-BIPEX, ELPEX-S, ELPEX-B, ELPEX, FLUDEX coupling series Parallel keyway to DIN 6885-1 keyway width JS9

All coupling series except FLUDEX Axial locking by means of set screw
FLUDEX coupling series Axial lock by means of set screw or end washer
All coupling series Balancing in accordance with half parallel key standard
ZAPEX, N-ARPEX, ARPEX, N-EUPEX, RUPEX, N-BIPEX,  
ELPEX-S, ELPEX-B and ELPEX coupling series Balancing quality G16

FLUDEX coupling series Balancing quality G6.3
All series Unpainted
All series Preservation with cleaning emulsion
FLUDEX couplings Fuse 140 °C

FEATURES OF THE STANDARD TYPE
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